Control of megakaryocyte development: from basic data to clinical results.
Megakaryocyte development is a multi-stage cell process which is positively regulated by a number of cytokines and negatively controlled mainly by megakaryocyte-platelet derived molecules. The glycosaminoglycans (GAGs) also play a regulatory role in this process. Understanding of this cell process and its regulation is of both basic and clinical significance in hematology and oncology. Future studies should focus on the pathophysiology of megakaryocytopoietic disorders and the clinical application of growth-regulating factors and GAGs.